
Part 1
Out of time

I have been asked to write a report, to put on record the strange events of four years ago.

As a young student I took a particular interest in science. I managed to get into a university and took a degree and then
specialized in a research degree on the subject of Metamurphchronoultrozonics. If that area of science is unfamiliar to you, do
not worry, only two people really know about it, the professor who invented it and myself, who proved the truth of it. I will
seek to make everything clear.

My professor was an absolutely fascinating man. His name was Professor Herbert Butler and his drive and determination fired
my interest and imagination. To cut a very long story short, he believed that it was possible not only to travel through time but
also ‘out of time’. The work he began, I continued. My researches took me to far-flung places around the world and I
consulted and studied thousands of ancient texts. At one point I was so involved with my studies that I worked 60 hours with
hardly a break. Most days were 20-hour days. I did try to get help from various research academics, but apart from Professor
Butler nobody would take my research seriously.

Five years ago tragedy struck. The professor was researching some ancient text in a Turkish library when a huge bookcase fell
on him and he was crushed. I flew over and visited him in his hospital bed. He whispered a few words in my ear before he
died: ‘guss . . . set . . . hid . . . you . . . only.’ I thought he was delirious. Obviously I was deeply upset but more determined than
ever to continue his work.

The words he whispered to me remained a frustrating mystery for nearly a year until one day, when I was buying a new
notebook, the girl behind the counter asked me if I wanted a notebook with a special section at the back to store loose papers
known as a gusset. Then it hit me! Of course! The dying words the professor had said must have referred to a notebook he
had. I was able to search his belongings (which his will had ordered to be kept in a bank vault) when I made a fascinating
discovery.

There was a notebook with a special gusset and inside it were strange pieces of paper scrawled with all manner of drawings
and calculations and what looked like maps. After several months of painstaking work, the information which the professor
had left steered me onto a path of incredible discovery.

I won’t go into too much detail but I was able to collect together various chemical compounds and other things and the time
arrived for me to undertake an experiment. The procedure itself must remain a secret but I was able to enter ‘out of time’ for
exactly one hour.

The place was the same but everything, except me, was frozen in time. I could walk out into the street and see everyone – cars,
animals, everything – completely frozen still. I touched one man and he was warm and soft but at the same time absolutely
like a statue. Apparently I had entered ‘out of time’. After exactly one hour of normal time (my watch still worked) I returned
to normal existence.

I told a few close friends about it but the reaction was always the same. They thought I had been working too hard and had
hallucinated! I needed some sort of proof.

I tried out various combinations of the experiment when, four years ago, I entered into a frozen world of ‘out of time’ but
1,000 years into the future!

I am the only person on this planet who knows what the future will look like. I had exactly one hour to find out. First of all the
sun in the sky looked exactly the same. The sky itself looked exactly the same. So what was different? Just about everything
else. People had no hair on their heads and were mainly tall and thin. They all seemed to be of the same age (about 25 years
old at a guess) and they all seemed to wear the same expression of happiness on their faces. They all wore the same clothes.
These were silver and white apron-like things. The material was incredibly thin! On each wrist was a watch-like thing but on
closer examination seemed to be connected through their skin to the bone!

There were no buildings at all and the ground was a silky, shiny thing. Goodness only knows where they lived! There are
obviously thousands of other things to tell but I have confined myself to the most important.

I have discovered that my system will allow just one more ‘out of time’ journey. If I have any more I will be badly injured. I have
decided to use my last ‘out of time’ experience to go back in time. I need some evidence that this thing actually is real to
convince the world about what I’ve done.

Part 2
Suggestions for writing a science fiction account.

1. Describe and explain the experience of ‘Out of time’ which takes you back in time.
2. Describe a journey where you are made microscopically small.
3. Describe a journey where you visit another planet.
4. Describe an experience where you venture deep underground and discover a lost civilization.
5. Describe an experience where you visit the sea bed and find some unexpected creatures.
6. Describe the experience of being made into a giant as tall as the Eiffel Tower for just one hour.
7. Imagine you invented a machine that could duplicate people. Describe your adventures.
8. Imagine that you found a way to make fantastically nice food out of mud. Describe what happens.
9. You invent a way for anyone to buy a personal ‘force field’ which is invisible and protects you from anything. Describe

your experiences with it.
10. You find a way to change someone’s personality at the flick of a switch. Write about what might happen.
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