
Year 4 reading – Reading to learn.  

You will 
need. . . 
 
Just 
yourself 
and your 
thinking 
brain  
 
 
This task 
should take 
no more 
than 5 
minutes . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

You will 
need . .. 
 
Something 
to write 
with, 
 
Something 
to write on  
 
This task 
should take 
no more 
than 20 
minutes 

 
Read the questions below then answer them using the 
information in the text above. Remember, in retrieval 
questions, we need to identify key words in the question then 
look for corresponding key words in the text.   
 
 
 
 

Amphibians are amphibious. This means that they can live on land or in 
water. They have smooth skin (not scales) and are cold blooded. Cold 
blooded animals cannot regulate their own body temperature but take 
on the temperature of their surroundings. This is why if you have a cold-
blooded animal as a pet, it will need a heat lap to keep it warm.  
 Most amphibians start life as an egg. The eggs are laid in or near water. 
When amphibians hatch, they have gills which means they can breathe 
under water. As they grow, they develop lungs which allows them to 
breather air on land just like us.  

Reptiles are thought to have evolved over 32 million years ago. They are 

characterised by their thick scaly skin and the fact that they are cold blooded. 

This means they do not control their own body temperature like humans do, 

but take on the temperature of their environment.  Reptiles lay hard shelled 

eggs and breathe air through lungs.   

 

Today we are going to be scientist. We 

are going to be reading in order to learn 

new information. Read both the text 

below before answering the questions in 

the next task.  

Look at the text, find one thing that both reptiles and amphibian have in common. 
What does the word ‘amphibious’ mean?   
What word is used to describe reptile’s skin?  
How do amphibians start life?  



 


