
The below task comes from NRICH. Children who are less confident mathematicians may find it difficult to break 

into the original task and might benefit from a more open task with your support; a suggested adapted version is on the 

next page. 

 

Eggs in baskets – supporting guidance for the original task 

This problem can be hard to break into so keep encouraging your child to try out different ideas. It takes some 

sophisticated reasoning to realise that changing the eggs in one basket will affect the others.  

To support your child prompt them to: 

• Use some objects for eggs and put them into three groups to represent the baskets (this is a key strategy and all 

children should be encouraged to do this) 

Remind them of the conditions of the problem: 

• that there is one more egg in the brown basket than in the red basket 

• that there are three fewer eggs in the red basket than the pink basket 

If they continue to struggle to get somewhere, encourage them to try some specific examples: 

• See what happens if there is one egg in the brown basket – how many eggs should there be in the brown and 

pink baskets? Is the total number of eggs correct?  

• Now how will you change the number of eggs in the brown basket? Why? 
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Adapted version of the task 

• I have three baskets holding some eggs. There is a red basket, a brown basket and 
a pink basket. 

• The brown basket has one more egg than the red basket. 
• The red basket has three fewer eggs than the pink basket. 
• How many eggs could I have altogether? Is there more than one possible total? 

Try exploring this problem using some objects as eggs with bowls or plates for 
baskets (If you have enough Easter eggs, why not use chocolate eggs?!) 

Eggs in baskets – supporting guidance for the adapted task 

As this task is quite open, it is often hard for children to know where to start. Begin by encouraging them to use objects 

to represent the eggs and some containers to represent the baskets. 

If they aren’t sure or can’t find one correct solution to begin with, prompt them by asking what will happen if there are 

e.g. four eggs in the brown basket? If necessary, remind them of the conditions of the problem: 

• that there is one more egg in the brown basket than in the red basket 

• that there are three fewer eggs in the red basket than the pink basket 

Suggested prompts and questions: 

Can you find three different totals – don’t forget to check your totals fit with rules! Did 
you make up a system to help you find different totals? 

Challenge questions: 

• If there are ten eggs in total, how many in each basket? 

• If there are no more than 14 eggs, what are all the different possible totals of 
eggs? Can you find them all? How will you know if you’ve found them all?  

You might want to try recording your totals in a table like this: 

 


