
Eggs – example guidance for parents 

These activities support your child to develop understanding of numbers up to 10. We have used examples 

demonstrating the “five-ness of 5” but you could adapt this to include the make-up of any numbers up to, and 

including, 10. This activity emphasises that each number can be made up of smaller numbers, i.e. 5 = 5 + 0, 5 = 3 + 2, 

5 = 1 + 4 etc. Children who are familiar with “tens frames” may also relate 5 to 10 by saying (or knowing) that there 

are five empty holes in the egg box. 

You could start with a lower total of eggs. Once you are happy that your child has understood this with numbers up 

to 5, you could repeat with larger totals of eggs, up to 10. 

Activity 

You will need: a “ten-egg” egg box (you could use a dozen-egg box and cut off the two end holes) OR you could 

draw an empty tens frame (see below); access to ten objects that are the same or very similar in size 

Questions (for child): Can you find 10 of the same/similar objects that will fit inside the holes? Do your objects fit 

into the holes? Are they too big? Are they too small? Allow time for them to find ten same (or similar) objects that fit 

into the holes – it is good practice for their understanding of space and measure. 

 

 

 

Prompt (for child): Put 5 eggs in our box. Check that they are counting accurately – do they need practice? 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   This is an example of a tens frame with five counters. 

Questions : Can you move them around and show me 5 in a different way? How many different ways can you find?  

(Below are some examples – you could show them to your child to get them started if needed.) 

 A              B 

 

 

Further questions to ask your child:  

• (after rearranging the eggs once) How many eggs are there? How do you know?  

• (after each of the first few rearrangements) How many eggs now? Do you need to count them each time we 

move them? What have we found out?  

With practice, children learn that moving them doesn’t change the total number of eggs – your child may 

already understand this 

• We have found lots of different ways of putting five eggs in the box. Which way made it easier for you to see 

five? Can you explain why? 

• Look at this way of putting the eggs in the box. What does it tell us about making 5?  

For example A above a child might say “3 and 2 make 5”; for example B they might say “Four and one more 

makes five.” These are just some examples; your child might have other ways of saying what they see. 

Challenge: Agree how many eggs there are. Ask your child to look away (or cover their eyes). Now remove a number 

of them and hide them behind your back. Can your child tell you how many are hidden and explain their reasoning? 


