
Birth rate 

The number of births 

in a year per 1000 of 

the total population. 

Death rate 

The number of 

deaths in a year per 

1000 of the total 

population

Gross national 

income (GNI) 

The income of a 

country – if per 

capita this means 

the average per 

person

Human 

Development Index 

(HDI) 

A method of 

measuring 

development using 

GDP per capita, life 

expectancy and 

adult literacy

Infant mortality 

The average number 

of deaths of infants 

under 1 year of age, 

per 1000 live births, 

per year. 

Life expectancy 

The average number 

of years a person 

might be expected to 

live. 

Literacy rate 

The percentage of 

people who have 

basic reading and 

writing skills. 

Development 

The progress of a 

country in terms of 

economic growth, 

the use of 

technology and 

human welfare. 

Development gap 

The difference in 

standards of living 

and wellbeing 

between the world’s 

richest and poorest 

countries (between 

HICs and LICs). 

Demographic 

Transition Model 

A model showing 

how populations 

should change over 

time in terms of their 

birth rates, death 

rates and total 

population size. 



De-

industrialisation 

The decline of a 

country's traditional 

manufacturing 

industry

Industrial structure 

The amount of the 

population working 

in each sector

Intermediate 

technology 

Simple, easily 

learned and 

maintained 

technology

Fairtrade

When producers in 

LICs are given a 

better price for the 

goods they produce. 

Globalisation 

The process which 

has created a more 

connected world

North-south divide 

(UK) 

Economic and 

cultural differences 

between Southern 

England and 

Northern England

International aid 

Money, goods and 

services given by 

the government of 

one country to help 

another country. 

Transnational 

Corporation (TNC) 

A company that has 

factories, offices, 

research labs and 

shops) in more than 

one country

Service industries 

(tertiary industries)

Activities that 

provide various 

services

Trade 

The buying and 

selling of goods and 

services between 

countries. 
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